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Kantimati. He became at first the pupil of Yadava Prakasa
who was a follower of Sankara at Conjeeveram, but he dis-
agreed from his teacher on the interpretation of sacred passages
and was dismissed from the class. He was then invited by
Yaimmamuni, who taught at Srirangam, to become his disciple.
Soon after, the teacher died, and Ramanuja was appointed his
successor. He continued to study and teach, till at length he
considered himself fit to carry out the directions of his Guru to
write the promised commentaries, and then he composed his
Vedanta Sangraha, the Bhdsyas of Badrayana's Vedanta
Sutras and the Bhagavadgitd.
He had before becoming an author taken to Sanydsa, and
now he started on his travels accompanied by his disciples.
He visited many northern countries as far as Kashmir and then
returned to Srirangam. Here he was threatened with persecution
by the Chola King Kulottunga I (1095) who wanted him to
renounce Vaisnavism for 5aivism. Ramanuja took refuge in the
dominions of the Hoysala Yadava princes, and converted
Vithaldeva, brother of Ballaladeva. After the death of
Kulottunga I in 1118, Ramanuja returned to Srirangam where
Jbc died in 1137.
The aim of Ramanuja's teaching was the refutation of
Ankara's absolute monism and Maydvdda, and the establishment
of Bhakti within the philosophy of Vedanta, and, incidentally,
also to obtain recognition for the non-Vedic Panchrdtra in the
Vedic literature.
According to him, Brahman is the one supreme reality
possessed of unsurpassable greatness both in his nature and in
his qualities. He is the Lord of all (IsVara), and, as the universal
soul, the Highest Person (Purusottama). He is devoid of im-
perfections and endowed with numberless auspicious qualities
of unequalled excellence. He has unconditional and unlimited
.power to realise His wishes and purposes. He creates, destroys
-and preserves. He does not create out of nothing, for creation out
of absolute non-exbtence is inconceivable. His creation means
change from one state to another, from existence in the causal